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Lesson XXXII.

SECURITY.

1. THIS inestimable good is the mark of civilisation;
it is the work of the laws. Without law there is no
security, no abundance, no certain subsistence; and
the only equality in such a condition is an equality of
misery. To estimate the benefit of the laws, it is only
necessary to consider the condition of savages. They
struggle against famine, which sometimes in a few
days cuts off whole nations. Eivalry for the means
of subsistence produces among them cruel ware; and,
like ferocious beasts, men pursue men, that they may
feed on one another. The gentlest sentiments of
nature are destroyed by the fear of famine; old persons
are put to death, because they can no longer follow
their prey.

2. Examine what passes when civilised men return
almost to the savage state. I refer to a time of war,
when the laws are in part suspended. Every instant
Is fruitful in calamity; at every step which it imprints